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Editorial 

Dear friends, 
It is my pleasure to write this editorial as the new 
President of the European Research Association. 
The new Governing Board along with myself were 
elected at the last General Assembly held in Darm-
stadt during our latest conference (see page 4). 
Many thanks to the former board members who de-
cided to continue working in the board, and a warm 
welcome to the new members.  
Many thanks also to our former President, Pawel 
Swianiewicz. We all appreciate that Pawel contrib-
uted a lot of his time during the last five years to-
wards the development of our organisation. 
I would also like to thank Marta Lackowska for her 
work at the EURA Secretariat. Marta left the Insti-
tute of Political Science at Darmstadt University of 
Technology and returned to the University of War-
saw at the beginning of last September. Her former 
responsibilities have been transferred to Sonja 
Löber. Many thanks also to Sonja for taking over 
these responsibilities beside the work on her PhD 
and her tasks as a research fellow at the Institute of 
Political Science, Darmstadt University of Tech-
nology. 
Finally, I would like to thank Nicole Krüger for or-
ganising the EURA conference 2010 in Darmstadt. 
She invested nearly a year for the organization of 
this event and made it a great success.  
We are also grateful for the support of the ‘LOEWE 
Centre of Research Excellence Urban Research’ at 
Darmstadt University of Technology for this con-
ference. It supported the conference financially 
with nearly 40.000 Euro.  
You will find a new section in this newsletter. 
‘Network Activities’  calls for the building of re-
search networks on topics of urban research. We in-
tend to encourage colleagues to use this section of 
the EURA newsletter to inform all members about 
planned research projects and for them to partici-
pate. This should strengthen the role of EURA as a 
platform for building research networks on urban 
topics. Obviously, EURA already has this function 
– as demonstrated by successful EU projects 
formed by members of the European Urban Re- 
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search Association. However, these projects on 
‘Participation, Leadership and Urban Sustainabil-
ity’ (PLUS) and ‘Governance for  
Sustainability’ (GFORS) developed from informal  
communication between EURA members and not 
as a deliberate strategy of our organisation.  
Finally, I like to mention that we have agreed with 
EUROLOG, the standing group on local govern-
ment and politics of the European Consortium of 
Political Science (ECPR), to jointly organise a 
summer school on urban research. Our Govern-
ing Board members Panos Getimis and Nikos 
Hlepas will try to receive the funding for such a 
summer school, which shall take place on a Greek 
island next year. Unfortunately, no final decision 
on their proposal has been taken by the (possible) 
funding organization. We will inform you immedi-
ately once the decision is taken. 

 
Hubert Heinelt 

Technische Universität Darmstadt 
EURA President 
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Conference News and Information 

This section provides news and information about international conferences in Europe and elsewhere. 
If you have any material you would like to see in the next issue please send it to  

eura@pg.tu-darmstadt.de. 
 
EURA EVENT – COPENHAGEN 2011 

CITIES WITHOUT LIMITS 

23-25 June, 2011, Copenhagen, Denmark 

The European Urban 
Research Association 
(EURA) in co-

operation with the 
Centre for Strateg-
ic Urban Research 
(CSUR) – formed 

by the University of Copenhagen and Aarhus 
School of Architecture and funded by Realdania 
Research – and the University of Aalborg will 
hold its next conference on ‘Cities Without Limits’ in 
Copenhagen (Denmark). 

Conditions for urban development have qualitatively 
shifted in recent years, creating new challenges for 
urban policy. Urban areas are becoming increasingly 
dependent on one another, and the well-known 
boundaries between cities and towns as well as  be-
tween urban centres and countryside are being erased. 
The Centre for Strategic Urban Research,Realdania 
Research, has chosen the term ‘The City without Lim-
its’ to conceptualise this situation, which is investi-
gated by integration of research from architecture and 
planning with research from geography and the social 
sciences. 

The conference theme ‘Cities without Limits’ will set 
focus on the development, management and quality of 
urban areas in order to improve the knowledge base 
for urban development and urban policy decisions. 
The occasion of the conference is the closure of 
CSUR in its current form and the conference includes 
a presentation and discussion of main results of the 
CSUR research program. 

The general questions of the conference are: 

� How to understand the urban as sites of re-
gional and global relations? 

� How to govern and plan cities dominated by 
transnational relations? 

� What is the good life in cities without limits? 
� How do we meet the environmental challenges 

of expanding urban relations? 

This conference calls for papers relating to one of the 
following themes (organized in one track each). We 
welcome scholars from diverse disciplines as well as 
practitioners. 
� Conceptualising cities  
� Governance in cities unbound  
� Residential livability in urban regions  
� Resilient/Metropolitan landscape  
� The city of talent – knowledge economy and 

urbanity  
� Topics selected by the participants (open track) 

The conference will be held in central Copenhagen, 
where excellent 
conference facili-
ties are available at 
the University of 
Copenhagen. Ho-

tels are available at a range of price levels and the 
metropolitan region of Copenhagen offers a rich 
choice of destinations for study tours and excursions 
in relation to urban development, urban policy, sus-
tainable urban development etc.  

For information about the host, please see page 7 of 
this Newsletter. 

Key Note Speakers: 

- Associate Professor Lars Winther  
University of Copenhagen, Denmark 
Cities unbound: Geographies, people and strategies 

- Professor Paola Viganò 
University of Venice, Italy 
(Re)-establishing connectivity in metropolitan re-
gions 

- Professor Tim Cresswell 
University of London, UK 
Citizenship in worlds of mobility 

- Associate professor Nina-Marie Lister  
Ryerson University, Canada 
Ecological Urbanism in the Contemporary Metro-
politan Landscape 

- Professor Jan Gehl 
Gehl Architects, Denmark 
Designing Connectivity in urban topographies 

- Maurits de Hoog 
Delft University of Technology 
Mapping and understanding Megaregions 

 
EURA EVENT 
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For further information  for the conference themes 
and the tracks, please visit 
the conference homepage 
www.EURA2011.org 

 

 

Abstract submission for this event will be open until 
31st January 2011. Accepted papers have to be sub-
mitted until 27th May 2011. 

For requests concerning this conference please contact 

EURA2011@life.ku.dk  
 
BRUSSELS 2011 

ELITES TAKE OVER THE CITY 

28-30 April, 2011, Brussels, Belgium 

This transdisciplinary symposium is organised by the 
‘Elites in the city’ Concerted Research Action (CRA) 
of the Université Libre de Bruxelles. It will be held in 
French and English. 

This symposium aims to confront empirical research, 
its work methods and ethical commitments, when it 
takes on the study of elites in the city. It is for re-
searchers, both within and outside of universities, who 
analyse the methods influential groups use or have 
used to influence the city, to give it form and signific-
ance. These methods include land ownership, lobby-
ing, various strategies for justification, technical/legal 
inventions, infiltration into decision-making spheres, 
and many more. 

The symposium is thus intended to stimulate debate 
on the production of urban space and its enmeshed 
power relations, today and in the past, as well as to 
explore the research practices that bring about empiri-
cal results. 

The general questions are: 

� How ought we to study elites and the ways in 
which they shape the city? 

� According to which ethical responsibilities 
should we work?  

� What are the ensuing (empirical) consequences 
of this work 

For further information  on the symposium please 
visit the homepage 
 http://web1.ulb.ac.be/arc/elites/colloque2011EN.html 

Contact concerning this event is provided by Giuliet-
ta.Laki@ulb.ac.be 

  

DARMSTADT 2011  

THE DISTINCTIVENESS OF CITIES | MODES 
OF REPRODUCTION 

15-17 June, 2011, Darmstadt, Germany 

 

This International is organized by LOEWE Research 
Area “Intrinsic Logic of Cities” at Technische Un-
iversität Darmstadt. 

Venice is different from London and in Mumbai we 
will expect to have radically other experiences than in 
Paris. The simple mentioning of city names calls up 
mental images in us, positive or negative, exotic or 
banal. Cities appear to be dynamic or progressive, 
cosmopolitan or sentimental, but what is the origin of 
such images and associations? 

Conference topic is the intrinsic logic of cities. Six 
panels will serve to structure the discussion: Body, 
Space, Power, Infrastructure, Knowledge and Herit-
age.  

Keynote lectures by  
- Helmuth Berking,  
- Friedrich Lenger,  
- Sujata Patel,  
-  Kurt W. Foster.  

 
Panels on body, space, power, infrastructure, know-
ledge and heritage with Gabriele Klein, Fran Tonkiss, 
Trutz von Trotha, Stephen Graham, Olivier Coutard, 
Ulf Mathiesen, Brenda S.A. Yeoh and many more. 

For further information on the conference agenda, 
speakers, lectures and registration details please visit 
our website: www.distinctiveness-of-cities.de 

Contact concerning this event is provided by   
bartenschlager@stadtforschung.tu-darmstadt.de
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EURA conference 2010 

UNDERSTANDING CITY DYNAMICS 

24-26 September, 2010, Darmstadt, Germany 

 
A total of 140 participants (see Table 1) took part in 
the recent EURA conference in Darmstadt from 24th – 
26th September 2010. The general questions of the 
conference were: 

� Do cities have choices – in a globalised world? 
Or: Do local politics matter? And: How to ex-
plain differences between cities? 

� Do we need a (new) theory of urbanism/urban-
ity to understand how modern societies are 
functioning? 

 
About 115 papers were submitted to address these 
questions.  

The discussion was organized in six tracks of the fol-
lowing topics: 

� The intrinsic logic of the city 
� Metropolitan governance and the dynamics of 

city regions 
� City choices and strategic planning 
� Sustainability: Local meanings and strategies 
� How to achieve economic competitiveness and 

social cohesion? 
� Urban design and built environment 

Table 1. Participants by country 

COUNTRY NUMBER OF 
PARTICIPANTS 

Austria 5 
Belgium 3 
Brazil 1 
Canada 1 
Cyprus 1 
Czech Republic 5 
Denmark 5 
France 2 
Germany 54 
Greece 3 
Hungary 1 
Israel 1 
Italy 9 
Mexico 1 
The Netherlands 9 
Norway 5 
Poland 8 
Portugal 2 
Singapore 1 
Spain 6 
Sweden 4 
Switzerland 5 
Turkey 1 
UK 2 
USA 2 
N.A. 1 
TOTAL 140 

 

KEY NOTE SPEAKERS 

� Prof. Dr. Martina Löw , Institute of Sociology, 
Darmstadt University of Technology, Germany  
'The intrinsic logic of the city. Towards a new 
theory on urbanism'  

� Prof. Dr. Roger Keil, Faculty of Environmental 
Studies, York University, Toronto, Canada  

' City choices in a 'glocalizing' world'  
� Prof. Erik Swyngedouw Ph.D., School of Envi-

ronment and Development, Manchester Universi-
ty  
'The politics of place in a globalised world'  

� Dan Popescu, Head of the Centre of Expertise 
for Local Government Reform, Department of 
Local and Regional Democracy and Good Gov-
ernance, Council of Europe  
'Challenges and perspectives of local democracy'  

� Sara Höflich de Duque, Project Manager, Unit-
ed Cities and Local Government 
'How cities respond to globalization: A local 
government perspective'  

 

EURA ELECTIONS 

After five years of holding the EURA presidency 
Paweł Swianiewicz has vacated this position. The 
General Assembly with twelve votes unanimously 
elected Hubert Heinelt  as the new EURA president. 
A short portrait of him can be found on page 14. 

Also a new Governing Board was elected during the 
General Assembly of EURA at the Darmstadt Confe-
rence. Condition for successful candidature was to re-
ceive a majority of the cast votes. All 18 candidates 
fulfilled this requirement See table 2 for an overview 
on the results of the elections. Nikos Hlepas and Va-
leria Fedeli have joined as new members. A full cov-
erage of all members of the newly elected Governing 
Board will be presented on pages 13-16 on EURA 
Developments. 
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Recent Publications 

This section provides news and information about recent publications on urban issues. If you have any ma-
terial you would like to see in the next issue please forward it to eura@pg.tu-darmstadt.de. 

 

Sustainability in European Environmental Policy: 
Challenges of Governance and Knowledge 

 
Edited by Rob Atkinson, Georgios 
Terizakis and Karsten Zimmermann 
Routledge, 2010 
 
This book examines sustainability in 
European environmental policy and 
explores the related challenges of 
governance and knowledge. It pro-

vides an assessment of the EU sustainability strategy 
and focuses on three key directives: Strategic Envi-
ronmental Assessment (SEA), Emissions Trading 
(ET) and Air Pollution control. 
Sustainability in European Environmental Policy was 
published within the context of the research project 
Governance for Sustainability (GFORS) that was or-
ganised by various members of EURA. The book de-
velops an innovative analytical model for the study of 
governance for sustainability, focusing on the poten-
tial synergies between new governance modes and 
different forms of knowledge. This cross-national and 
comparative volume features research on nine Euro-
pean countries and focuses on topics including gover-
nance, spatial planning and networks in the context of 
sustainability policy and its development within the 
UK, Germany, Italy, Hungary, the Netherlands, Pol-
and, Sweden, Greece and Norway. 
Making an important contribution to debates on go-
vernance, sustainability, knowledge and policy, this 
book will be of interest to students and scholars of po-
litical science, environmental studies, urban studies 
and European studies. 
 
Die Zukunft der europäischen Stadt. Stadtpolitik, 
Stadtplanung und Stadtgesellschaft im Wandel. (The 
Future of the European City. Urban Politics, Urban 
Planning and Urban Society in Transformation) 

 
Edited by Oliver Frey and Florian 
Koch 
VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaf-
ten, 2011 
 
The objective of the book is the 
analysis of the often cited model of  

 

the European city through an interdisciplinary ap-
proach – which implies that the European city is seen 
as the interaction of specific built- and landuse-
structures, social formations and political organisa-
tion. Geographers, sociologists, urban planners, archi-
tects and political scientists give answers to the ques-
tion of how this model of the European city can deal 
with new challenges in the field of urban politics, ur-
ban planning and urban society. The articles tackle 
various topics such as the European vs. the American 
City, multi-locality of urban dwellers, the significance 
of density for the European city, the European city 
outside Europe and the role of creativity and digital 
media for urban development in Europe. 

 

Urban Foreign Policy and Domestic Dilemmas. In-
sights From Swiss and EU City-Regions 
Nico van der Heiden 
ECPR Press, 2010 
 
City-regions have gained economic and political pow-
er in the process of globalisation. Many of them use 
this power to develop their own international activi-
ties. This book investigates why city-regions go glob-
al and the consequences of their newly gained self-
confidence on the international scale. The book ana-
lyses Swiss and EU city-regions’ international activi-
ties with seven in-depth case studies. The book shows 
that the local economic setting and the political re-
sponse in developing international activities are close-
ly linked. Not only has urban politics changed due to 
its international dimension, but also the interplay be-
tween the core city, the agglomeration communities, 
the regional, the national, and EU levels. Understand-
ing the role of the EU in city-regions’ international 
activities is crucial for comprehending recent trends in 
urban governance. 
 
Spatial Planning and Urban Development. Critical 
Perspectives 

 
Pier Carlo Palermo and Davide 
Ponzini 
Springer, 2010. 
 
Diverse cultural traditions and pro-
fessional profiles compete within 
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the complex, controversial field of spatial planning 
and urban development. Throughout the decades the 
distances between the different approaches seem to 
have grown, without finding a coherent framework 
which can adequately guide planning theory and prac-
tice. International planning theory has loosened its 
ties with the themes of architectural and city design, 
and tends to face mainly procedural or communicative 
issues. On the other hand, several trends in urban de-
sign have lost the critical tension of the modernist 
movement and seem to underestimate the difficulties 
of managing current problems of spatial development. 
In this book a set of authoritative planning paradigms 
is critically reviewed, documenting crucial weak-
nesses and several unsolved questions at the cros-
sroads between urban planning, architecture and pol-
icy design. The authors propose to reconsider these is-
sues in the light of selected Italian and international 
trends in urbanism and urban design. By developing 
this innovative frame of reference, the book outlines a 
pragmatic, interpretative, critical and design-oriented 
approach to contemporary planning problems. 
http://www.springer.com/social+sciences/population+
studies/book/978-90-481-8869-7 
_________________________________________ 

Social Geography and Urban Studies titles from 
The Policy Press 
To browse all current and forthcoming Social Geo-
graphy and Urban Studies titles from The Policy Press 
please go to: 
http://www.policypress.co.uk/browse_urban_policy.as
p 
 
Injustice. Why Social Inequality Persists 
Daniel Dorling 

“Beliefs which serve privilege, elitism and inequality 
infect our minds like computer viruses. But now Dorl-
ing provides the brain-cleaning software we need to 
begin creating a happier society." Richard Wilkinson, 
Emeritus Professor of Social Epidemiology and co-
author of The Spirit Level 
 
Dorling claims in this timely book that in rich coun-
tries inequality is now caused by unacknowledged be-
liefs which propagate it. Hard-hitting and uncompro-
mising in its call to action, this is essential reading for 
everyone concerned with social justice. 
25% online discount: £14.99 (RRP £19.99) / April 
2010 
http://www.policypress.co.uk/display.asp?K=9781847
424266  

Community Development and Civil Society. Making 
Connections in the European Context 
Paul Henderson and Ilona Vercseg 

Set within the context of Europe, this book demon-
strates the contribution that community development 
can make to strengthen civil society. The book inter-
weaves case studies with discussion of community 
development principles and theory to provide a criti-
cal and accessible approach. 
£17.59 with 20% online discount (RRP:  £21.99) / 
June 2010 
http://www.policypress.co.uk/display.asp?K=9781861
349699 
 
Social Entrepreneurship. A Skills Approach 
Edited by Robert Gunn and Christopher Durkin 
This essential textbook provides an in-depth theoreti-
cal study of stakeholder engagement, financial op-
tions, leadership management and organisational chal-
lenges, and international case studies of real social en-
terprise success. The book will be essential reading 
for students, academics, practitioners and entrepre-
neurs. 
£19.19 with 20% online discount (RRP: £23.99) / 
June 2010 
http://www.policypress.co.uk/display.asp?K=9781847
422897  
 
From Recession to Renewal: The Impact of the Fi-
nancial Crisis on Public Services and Local Gov-
ernment 
Edited by Joanna Richardson 

"Is there an alternative to our children having to learn 
Mandarin, and becoming losers in a cut-throat global 
market? Although it is often claimed this is inevitable, 
this book presents some other options and perspec-
tives." Danny Dorling, University of Sheffield  
http://www.policypress.co.uk/display.asp?K=9781847
426994 
£19.99 with 20% website discount 
 
Polish Families and Migration Since EU Accession 
Anne White 

In a vivid account of every stage of the migration 
process, this topical book presents new research that 
takes an in-depth look at Polish migration to the UK, 
in particular the lives of working-class Polish families 
in the West of England. 
http://www.policypress.co.uk/display.asp?K=9781847
428202 
£56.00 with 20% website discount
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Research News 

This section outlines two projects on urban research in Croatia 

 

1. Background Paper for Efficient 
Decentralisation in Croatia 

Dubravka Jurlina Alibegović 

In mid 2001 the Croatian Government launched the in-
itiative aimed at loosening a high degree of centralisa-
tion by extending the mandates of local self-
government units and changing the sources of financ-
ing public functions. These initial steps have not been 
followed by additional measures of fiscal decentrali-
sation, and consequently its level has stayed broadly 
unchanged in recent years. Namely, the share of local 
budget revenues and expenditures in the consolidated 
general government budget has remained around 11 
percent while their share in GDP stayed at 4 percent. 
Consequently, Croatia has continued to be among the 
least decentralised countries, not only compared to the 
developed EU-15 countries, but also compared to 
transition countries.  
 

Local and regional self-government units in Croatia 
are highly dependent on tax revenue sharing (income 
tax) and grants from the central government. The fis-
cal capacities of local government units differ signifi-
cantly, while all municipalities and all cities (except 
big cities and cities that are county centres) have 
equal authorities. Consequently, it is not possible to 
ensure the comparable quality of public services. In 
order to address these imbalances, The Institute of 
Economics, Zagreb has recently conducted a research 
project “Background Paper for Efficient 
Decentralisation in Croatia” commissioned by the 
Croatian County Association. The project ends up 
with three groups of proposals for decentralisation 
aimed at a more efficient and more balanced provision 
of public services: 

I. A clear division of mandatory authorities 
among municipalities, cities, big cities, and regions is 
seen as fundamental requirement for future efficient 
decentralisation. Proposed authorities are summarized 
in Table 2. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Table 2. Proposed Authorities 
Municipalities • financing children’s daycare 

• financing municipal waste transport and 
management 

• financing the maintenance of public 
areas 

• financing public fire fighting brigades 
• financing unclassified roads and public 

lighting 

Cities Mandatory authorities of municipalities plus 
• financing public libraries 
• financing public utility services 
• financing water supply and drainage 
• financing primary and secondary educa-

tion 
• financing social welfare centres 

Big cities Mandatory authorities of cities plus 
• management of primary healthcare 
• financing of cultural institutions 
• financing of public roads 

Regions • handling the networks of agencies and 
institutions providing public services 
(establishing a network of primary and 
secondary healthcare, pre-school educa-
tional institutions, primary and secon-
dary education, social protection institu-
tions, and cultural institutions)  

• financing secondary healthcare and fi-
nancing primary and secondary educa-
tion in municipalities and cities of the 
region which do not support the costs of 
primary and secondary education 

• funding some of the public services 
which had previously been provided by 
state administration offices in the 
county 

• physical planning and environmental 
protection 

 

II. A change in funding of the local and regional self-
government units is related to their mandatory 
authorities and should provide stable, adequate and 
foreseeable revenue. The first set of proposals within 
this group refers to modification of the existing mode 
of financing and includes changing the income tax 
surtax rates and using surtax revenues in determining 
the amount of central government grants extended to 
local self-government units; modifying the purpose of 
communal contribution, and measures focused on the 
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management of property owned by local and regional 
self-governments. The second set consists of reform 
proposals - they ask for the application of formulas to 
share total revenues with the central government, the 
definition of criteria for the allotment of grants to 
local units, substitution of communal fees by property 
tax and introduction of financial incentives for the 
joint provision of public functions and/or financing of 
development projects by several local self-
government units. 

III.  A modified territorial division of the country 
is the result of the application of fiscal autonomy 
principles for local and regional self-government units 
aimed at efficient provision of mandatory authorities. 
The division should be based on three criteria: i) 
population size; ii) fiscal capacity and iii) other 
specific criteria (e.g. historical heritage, cultural 
identity etc.). The first criterion proposes a minimal 
number of 2,000 inhabitants for a municipality, 
10,000 inhabitants for a city, and 35,000 inhabitants 
for a big city. The second criterion defines standard 
expenditure for mandatory authorities and standard 
revenues for municipalities and cities. Implementation 
of proposed criteria directly marks municipalities and 
cities that could successfully finance mandatory 
responsibilities. However, most of the current 
municipalities and cities are incapable of doing their 
job in an adequate manner and should change their 
status. Accordingly, as a result of the implementation 
of these criteria, the current number of municipalities 
and cities should be substantially reduced. Current 
division into 20 counties and the City of Zagreb is 
also found to be inefficient. Based on several 
important criteria - homogeneity, functionality, 
territory classification for the planning purposes as 
well as factor and cluster analysis, it is proposed to 
group counties into seven larger and more 
homogeneous spatial units – regions (see Table 3). 
Regions are expected to be more efficient in providing 
mandatory public services, as well as to increase 
capacities for local and regional development.  

All the proposals from the study are aimed to serve as 
a basis for public debate on Croatia’s decentralization 
and not as final answers to the numerous open 
questions. The policy decisions should be made only 
after thorough consultations with all the relevant 
stakeholders. 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 3. Proposed grouping of counties 

Meñimurje, Podravina, 
 and Western Slavonia 

• County of Koprivnica-
Križevci  

• County of Bjelovar-
Bilogorje  

• County of Meñimurje 
• County of Virovitica-

Podravina 

Northwestern and Central 
Croatia 

• County of Krapina-Zagorje  
• County of Varaždin  
• County of Karlovac  
• County of Sisak-Moslavina  

Dalmatia • County of Zadar  
• County of Šibenik-Knin  
• County of Split-Dalmatia  
• County of Dubrovnik-

Neretva 

Lika • County of Lika-Senj 
Slavonia • County of Brod-Posavina  

• County of Osijek-Baranja  
• County of Požega-Slavonia  
• County of Vukovar-Srijem 

Istra, Primorje, 
 and Gorski Kotar 

• County of Istra  
• County of Primorje-Gorski 

Kotar 

Zagreb • City of Zagreb  
• County of Zagreb 

 
2. Strategic Development Programme for the 

Town of Kraljevica, Croatia 

Kraljevica is a small coastal town situated in the 
North Adriatic. It stretches 20  square km with a pop-
ulation of 4,600. Its economy is dominated by the shi-
pyard of a medium size and a fairly developed tourist 
sector. The town is economically and socially influ-
enced by the nearby regional center Rijeka.    

In autumn 2008 the town officials were approached 
by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusam-
menarbeit – GTZ and The Institute of Economics Za-
greb who offered technical assistance in local devel-
opment management. The GTZ proposed a larger 
project aimed at capacity building for integrated 
coastal zone management. Kraljevica readily joined in 
and agreed to be a part of the pilot area of the project 
together with four other local government units. Three 



 

 
 The EURA Newsletter Page 9 

experts from the GTZ and EIZ established a close co-
operation with the mayor and the town administrators 
and started preparing a development program. The 
project started with data collection and stakeholder 
analysis. In the months that followed, the experts paid 
a number of visits to supposed stakeholders, gathered 
data and did the institutional analysis. Two workshops 
were held: one in spring and the other in early sum-
mer 2009. All stakeholders took part in both work-
shops and worked together on detecting development 
problems and stating development goals. Soon after, 
measures to be undertaken by the town administration 
were formulated and ranked. Given the insufficient 
capacity of the town administration measures aimed 
at, initial capacity and institutional building were 
ranked as most urgent. The preparation of the pro-
gram was slowed down during local elections held in 
early summer 2009. The mayor who agreed on coop-
eration back in 2008 remained in power and the prep-
aration accelerated in autumn. The program was ready 
for the public hearing by the end of 2009. The town 
council session with the Programme on the agenda 

was held in April 2010. The Programme was readily 
adopted and the implementation started the very next 
day.  

The Town of Kraljevica has been implementing the 
Programme ever since. One of the most urgent meas-
ures was restructuring the town budget for 2010 and it 
was done even before the Programme was adopted. 
Other measures, such as capacity building for apply-
ing to various EU funds and formulation of the town's 
economic policy have been underway. The coopera-
tion between the GTZ/EIZ and the town administra-
tion will continue in 2011. 

The Strategic Development Programme for the Town 
of Kraljevica, Croatia, is available only in Croatian. 
The most important parts of the Programme will be 
translated soon and made available on the GTZ, EIZ 
and Kraljevica web pages. For additional information 
please contact EIZ experts Nenad Starc 
(nstarc@eizg.hr) and/or, Dubravka Jurlina Alibegović 
(djurlina@eizg.hr).

 

Network Activities 

In this section we publish two calls for the building of  
research networks on topics of urban research 

 
Survey on the councilors, political leaders/political 
executive and leading bureaucrats of the second 
tier of local government in European countries 

Little is known from a comparative perspective about 
the provinces, counties, départements, Landkreise etc. 
within the vertical structures of the political systems 
of European countries. The same is true for the hori-
zontal power relations between the council, the politi-
cal leaders or political executive and leading bureau-
crats at this level of territorial government, i.e. the 
level of (a) local self-government located (b) just 
above the municipal level. To have a closer look at 
this level of local government in European countries 
is not only interesting, because a comparative analysis 
of its competences, financial resources and function-
ing as well as its historical development is missing. 
Furthermore, this level of local government has been 
affected during recent  years in many countries by re-
forms or is at least addressed by reform debates.  

During the last ten years a network of national teams 
from a number of European countries carried out sur-

veys on municipal chief executive officers,1 council-
lors2 and mayors3. Some teams from this network are 
now planning similar surveys on councillors, political 
leaders or political executives and leading bureaucrats 
at the second level of local government in European 
countries. A first meeting to prepare these surveys is 
planned to be held in Barcelona in March 2011. All 
those who are interested in such a project should con-
tact either 
 
Hubert Heinelt (heinelt@pg.tu-darmstadt.de) or 
Xavier Bertrana (bertranahx@diba.cat). 

                                                 
1  See Klausen, K.K./ Magnier, A. (eds.): The Anonymous 

Leader. Appointed CEO’s In Western Local Govern-
ment, Odense 1998 and Mouritzen, P.E./Svara, J.H.: 
Leadership at the Apex. Politicians and administrators 
in western local governments, Pittsburgh: Pittsburgh 
University Press 2002. 

2  The results of this survey are not published yet, but dif-
ferent publications are planned. 

3  See Bäck, H./Heinelt, H./Magnier, A. (eds.): The Euro-
pean Mayor: Political leaders in the changing context of 
local democracy, Wiesbaden: VS Verlag für Sozialwis-
senschaften 2006. 
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Research on citizens and citizenship in city-regions 
More people are living in cities and their immediate 
surroundings, and this is leading to the increasing sa-
lience of city-regions in contemporary Europe. The 
greater mobility of citizens in city-regions presents a 
challenge for the traditionally fragmented pattern of 
city-regional governance. Despite the increasing im-
portance of city-regions, studies of citizenship in such 
settings remain rare. We need to understand more 
about what it means to be a citizen in city-regions, not 
least as a means for improving the legitimacy of how 
city-regions are governed. 

We are looking for colleagues who share this interest 
and, in particular, researchers who have carried out or 
are planning to undertake citizen surveys in city-
regions. These may concern specific cases, or be part 
of national samples but they should include questions 
on what it means to be a citizen in a city-regional set-
ting. 
If you are interesting in being part of this collabora-
tion, please send an e-mail to  
 
Anders Lidström, Professor in Political Science 
Department of Political Science 
Umeå University, Sweden 
(anders.lidstrom@pol.umu.se)  
 
 

Institutional Member Profile 

In this section we profile an institutional member: The Centre for Strategic Urban Research  
in Copenhagen that will host the EURA conference 2011 

 

THE CENTRE FOR STRATEGIC URBAN RE-
SEARCH 

The Centre for Strategic 
Urban Research was estab-
lished in 2004, based on 
the need to understand 
contemporary urban devel-
opment and the challenges 

it creates for urban policies. Cities no longer consti-
tute clearly demarcated units, but rather more or less 
cohesive urban regions. Economic and functional re-
lations form new patterns of regional rather than ur-
ban living and global rather than regional economies. 
New relational geographies are replacing the tradi-
tional geographies of places. Research in the centre – 
from 2004-2011 – focused on analysing this devel-
opment in a specific Danish context.  

Partners are Aarhus School of Architecture (Dept. of 
Landscape and Urbanism) and University of Copen-
hagen (Centre for Forest, Landscape and Planning  
and Department of Geography & Geology). The cen-
tre is funded by the private foundation, Realdania. An 
additional goal of the centre is to overcome traditional 
disciplinary barriers by joining expertise on architec-
ture, geography, economy, planning and socio-spatial 
issues. Under the common heading “Cities without 
limits” the centre conducts research in five sub 
themes: Conceptualising the city without limits, Ur-
ban politics and strategies, The everyday landscape, 

Cities and the knowledge based economy, Environ-
ment and land use.  

The Board 

- Managing Director, Professor Niels Elers Koch, 
Forest & Landscape Denmark, University of Copen-
hagen (chairman). 

- Executive Director, Professor Hans Peter Svendler, 
Realdania Foundation. 

- Head of dept, Kirsten Vintersborg, Danish Ministry 
of the Environment 

- Professor Inger-Lise Saglie, Norwegian University 
of Life Sciences and Norvegian Institute for Urban 
and Regional Research (NIBR). 

- Professor Eric Clark, Lund University 
 

The Leaders 

- Professor Niels Albertsen, Aarhus School of Archi-
tecture (AAA), 

- Associate Professor Lars Winther, Institute of Geog-
raphy and Geology, University of Copenhagen, 

- Professor Gertrud Jørgensen, Centre for Forest, 
Landscape and Planning, University of Copenhagen. 

The Partners 

The Institute of Geography and Geology, University 
of Copenhagen, teaches and conducts research in 
physical and human geography. The research team, 
Cities and the Open Landscape, focuses on urbanisa-
tion and landscape change, strategic planning and 
management of the environment as well as GIS. Cur-
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rent central research themes are land use changes, ur-
ban and regional development, employment and in-
dustrial change. Strategic planning and management 
focuses on modern integrated planning and govern-
ance. Finally, GIS is used for spatial analysis and op-
timised use of resources in relation to human activity. 
Contact: Lars Winther, lw@geo.ku.dk 

Centre for Forest, Landscape and Planning, Univer-
sity of Copenhagen conducts research, teaching and 
public sector consultancy relating to land use, natural 
resources, ecology, urban and landscape development 
and planning, landscape architecture and GIS. The in-
stitute hosts a programme in landscape architecture 
and urban design as well as landscape management 
and rural development. Contact: Gertrud Jørgensen, 
gej@life.ku.dk 

Department of Landscape and Urbanism, Aarhus 
School of Architecture carries out teaching and re-
search focussed on the change, planning and design of 
cities and landscapes under contemporary societal 
conditions. Masters of architecture from the depart-
ment hold competencies in regard to both cities and 
landscapes reflecting the dissolving boundaries be-
tween urban and rural, cities and landscapes, during 
the last fifty years. Research mainly concerns the 
transformations of cities and landscapes in a Danish 
and comparative context with focal areas in urban de-
sign, urban development and planning, urban land-
scapes, rural landscapes, citizen participation and sus-
tainability.  

Contact: Niels Albertsen, niels.albertsen@aarch.dk  

Urban Research and Practice 
Journal of the European Urban Research Association (EURA) 

This section presents the general scope and targets of the journal  
and present the contents of Issue 3, 2010  

 
Urban Research & Practice is published in associa-
tion with EURA and focuses on urban policy. The 
journal includes papers which: 

� provide a systematic description of : 
– urban issues 
– urban developments 
– urban policies or 
– urban policy-making and policy implementation  

� seek to explain variations in urban policies or ur-
ban governance cross-sectorally or cross- 
 
nationally or that seek to explain such variations 
over time  

� analyse and/or evaluate the effects of urban poli-
cies or process of urban governance  

� analyse European-wide factors that impact urban 
areas, urban policies and urban governance.  

� As well as traditional academic papers, the journal 
includes a policy section, a project report section 
and book reviews. The policy section focuses on 
new policies launched at the European, national 
and regional levels that are of relevance to a wider 
audience. The project report section focuses on in-
novative projects being carried out at a local level 
(in cities or regions). 

 

 

 
One of the key aims of the journal is to bridge the in-
tellectual and geographical 'divides' that currently ex-
ist in the field of urban affairs - specifically the 
North/South divide and the East/West divide and also 
the divides between distinct academic disciplines. 

Since the journal was launched in 2008 it has gone 
from strength to strength.(?!) Now about to enter its 
fourth volume, the journal has been selected for cov-
erage by SCOPUS, is receiving significant citations in 
the journals indexed by the social science citation in-
dex and has seen high levels of download. 

 

For further information  on subscriptions and sub-
missions or to view a free sample copy, please visit: 
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/rurp  

Please remember, that individual members of EURA 
qualify for a reduced individual journal subscription 
of 42 Euros per year (the normal individual subscrip-
tion rate is 62 Euros per year). 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Issue 3, 2010 – Special Issue: LEARNING CITIES 
IN A KNOWLEDGE BASED SOCIETY 

Editorial 

Introduction to the special issue: learning cities in a 
knowledge-based society  
Alessandro Balducci and Valeria Fedeli 

Articles 

Social justice and urban regeneration policy in Scot-
land  
John McCarthy 

The ‘structure plans’ in Brussels: from participatory 
planning to urban governance, a first assessment 
about a new tool  
Ludivine Damay and Florence Delmotte 

 

 
Urban place brands and the location of creative indus-
tries: a model for measuring place brand equity  
Björn P. Jacobsen 

The role of rankings in growing city competition  

Rudolf Giffinger, Gudrun Haindlmaier and Hans 
Kramar 

Lizard city: exploring the ‘mafiosity’ of public poli-
cies in Chicago  
Brigida Proto 

Policy Article 

New life for US housing and urban policy  
Margery Austin Turner 

Book reviews 

 

 

EURA DEVELOPMENTS 

We remind you of the contact data of the EURA Secretariat and present a coverage of the members of the 
newly elected European Urban Research Association Governing Board. 

 
On 1st of September 2010 Marta Lackowska has left the EURA Secretariat at the Institute of Political Science, 
Darmstadt University of Technology. Her former responsibilities have been transferred to Sonja Löber. The contact 
and bank account details remain the same: 

 
EURA 
c/o Institut für Politikwissenschaft 
TU Darmstadt 
Residenzschloss 
D-64283 Darmstadt 
e-mail: eura@pg.tu-darmstadt.de 
Fax: 0049 6151 164602 
 

Sparkasse Bensheim 
Bahnhofstr. 30-32 
D-64625 Bensheim 
IBAN: DE54 50950068 0002091460 
BIC:HELADEF1BEN 

The EURA Governing Board 
 

Dubravka Alibegovic  
 
The Institute of Economics 
Zagreb, Croatia 
(djurlina@eizg.hr) 
 
Dubravka Jurlina Alibegovic is 

a researcher and Head of Department for Public Sec-

tor at the Institute of Economics, Zagreb. She is a co-
coordinator, teamleader and consultant in many 
projects and studies regarding budgeting and devel-
opment at the regional and local level, intergovern-
mental fiscal relations, local public finance, infra-
structure financing, and financing of science and edu-

cation. She is a lecturer at the University of Zagreb, 
Faculty of Political Sciences. Previously she worked 
as Deputy Minister in the Ministry of Science and 
Technology of Republic of Croatia 
 
Rob Atkinson 

 
University of the West of England, 
UK 
(rob.atkinson@uwe.ac.uk) 
 

Professor Rob Atkinson is based in 
the Cities Research Centre, School 

of the Built and Natural Environment, University of 
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the West of England, Bristol. His research interests 
are primarily concerned with cross-national work on 
urban sustainability and regeneration, community par-
ticipation in urban regeneration partnerships, urban 
social exclusion and European urban and spatial poli-
cy. He has presented papers and published on these is-
sues throughout Europe. 
 
Laurence Carmichael 

 
University of the West of England, 
UK 
(laurence.carmichael@uwe.ac.uk) 
 
Laurence Carmichael is a Research 
Fellow in the WHO Collaborating 

Centre for Healthy Urban Environments, Faculty of 
Environment and Technology, University of the West 
of England. Her research expertise and interests in-
clude multi-level governance, urban sustainability, the 
role of knowledge in local policies and health and 
planning. She has been both a district and parish 
councillor. Laurence is a translator for the Community 
Development Journal and the editorial assistant for 
the EURA journal Urban Research and Practice. 
 
Jens Dangschat 

 
Technische Universität Wien, Aus-
tria 
(jens.dangschat@tuwien.ac.at) 
 
Prof. Dr. Jens Dangschat, Professor 
for Urban/Regional Sociology and 
Demography at the Vienna Univer-

sity of Technology in the Department of Spatial De-
velopment, Infrastructure and Environment Planning, 
since 2006 also vice-director of the Department and 
head of the section of Sociology (ISRA). Research in-
terests: social inequalities (new class structures, social 
milieux, lifestyles, scenes, networks), structural and 
cultural segregation patterns (poverty structures, gen-
trification, creative industries), regulation forms (new 
public management, policy and discourse analysis, 
city management) and new roles of stakeholders in 
governance (of planners and social sciences, action 
research, new forms of communication), theory of 
space (social constructions and structural impacts, 
regulations), sustainable regional development (as a 
social discourse and guideline for spatial planning). 
 
 
 

Bas Denters 
 
University of Twente,  
The Netherlands 
(s.a.h.denters@utwente.nl) 
 
Bas Denters (1954) is a professor of 
Public Administration in the School 
for Management and Governance at 

the University of Twente (Enschede, The Nether-
lands). He is the Program Director for the master and 
bachelor programs in Public Administration. He is 
also an extraordinary professor for Urban Policy and 
Urban Politics and scientific director of KISS (Exper-
tise Centre for Urban Affairs). KISS is a joint initia-
tive of the Province of Overijssel, the five major ur-
ban municipalities in this province, the University of 
Twente and other regional institutions of higher edu-
cation, private organisations (from the business com-
munity and civil society). He is the convenor of the 
Standing Group on Local Politics and Government 
(LOGOPOL) of the European Consortium for Politi-
cal Research (ECPR). He has published on issues of 
urban governance, citizen involvement and local de-
mocracy.  
 
Valeria Fedeli 

Politecnico di Milano, Italy 
(vfedeli@polimi.it) 

Valeria Fedeli is an architect and has been a Re-
searcher and Assistant Professor at the Department of 
Architecture and Planning, Politecnico di Milano, 
since January 2007. PhD in Planning and Public poli-
cies, IUAV (2001; awarded with the ‘G. Ferraro' prize 
for the best doctoral dissertation in Planning). She al-
so holds an Advanced Master Degree in Planning at 
Politecnico di Milano (2001-2002). She has been a 
Post-doc research fellow at Maison des Sciences de 
l'Homme, Paris in 2003, exploring institutional inno-
vation and decentralizing policies in France. 
Her research activities focus on governance, metro-
politan and territorial planning, strategic planning. In 
particular her recent research focus has been on stra-
tegic approaches to urban planning; inter-municipal 
cooperation as a way to treat the weakness of territo-
rial planning in Italy; a governance perspective, as a 
way to interact with the difficult but promising proc-
ess of construction of EU spatial policies: processes of 
territorial transformation and challenges to the field of 
urban and territorial policies; governance forms and 
knowledge production in urban and environmental 
policies; the role of universities as new urban actors. 
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Panos Getimis 
 
Panteion University 
Athens, Greece 
(getimisp@gmail.com) 
 
Panagiotis Getimis is a Professor of 
Urban and Regional Planning in the 
department of Economic and Re-

gional Development at the Panteion University of So-
cial and Political Sciences (Athens). He was Vice-
Rector of Panteion University (1993-1998) and Direc-
tor of the Research Institute of Urban Environment 
and Human Resources at Panteion University (1996-
2007). He was a Visiting Professor at the universities 
of Oxford (2004), Manchester (2008) and Darmstadt 
(2009-2010). He has been actively researching on ur-
ban policy, planning systems, territorial governance 
and local government for over twenty years and has 
published widely on these topics. 
 
Robin Hambleton 

 
University of the West of England, 
UK 
(robin.hambleton@uwe.ac.uk)  
 

Robin Hambleton is: Professor of 
City Leadership in the Faculty of 
Environment and Technology at the 

University of the West of England, Bristol. He was 
the founding President of EURA, serving as President 
from 1997-2002.  From 2002-2007 he was Dean of 
the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
(CUPPA) at the University of Illinois at Chicago. 
Robin has wide experience of city leadership and 
change management in local government in several 
countries. His most recent book, co-edited with Jill 
Simone Gross, is ‘Governing Cities in a Global Era. 
Urban Innovation, Competition and Democratic 
Reform’ (Palgrave, 2007). Robin also directs his own 
company: Urban Answers  
(www.urbananswers.co.uk) 
 
Hubert Heinelt (EURA President) 

 
Technische Universität Darmstadt, 
Germany 
(heinelt@pg.tu-darmstadt.de) 
 
Hubert Heinelt is a political scien-
tist and is currently Professor of 
Public Administration, Public Poli-

cy and Urban Research at the Institute for Political 
Science, Darmstadt University of Technology. He was 
the dean of the School for History and Social Sciences 
from April 2005 - March 2009 and is now student 
dean of the faculty. He has been actively researching 
on public policy (especially labor market policy), the 
EU multi-level system and urban issues for over twen-
ty years and has published widely on these topics.  
 
Nikos Hlepas 

 
University of Athens, 
Greece 
(nhlepas@gmail.com) 
 
Professor Dr. Nikolaos-Komninos 
Hlepas studied law at the National 
University of Athens. He com-

pleted his Post-graduate studies in Germany, Ph.D. 
Thesis on “Differential Legal Status of Large and 
Small Communities” at the University of Bremen. He 
is an Associate Professor at the University of Athens, 
School of Law, Economic and Political sciences, Fa-
culty of Political Science and Public Administration. 
He has published several books and articles on local 
government, administrative reforms, public law, envi-
ronmental law, city planning and aliens law. He parti-
cipated in several national, European and international 
research projects.    
He has been a member and, later, the director of the 
legal department of the Greek Council for Refugees, a 
partner of UNHCR in Greece. He has been a member 
of the National Committee for Human Rights and of 
the Scientific Board at the National School of Ad-
ministration and Local Government. He has been a 
member of the scientific board at the Institute for Lo-
cal Government since 1996. Since May 2010, he is 
the Chairman of the National School of Administra-
tion and Local Government. 
 
Mervi Ilmonen  
 

Helsinki University of Technology, 
Finland 
(mervi.ilmonen@hut.fi) 
 
Mervi, Ilmonen, Senior Research 
Fellow in Helsinki University of 
Technology (HUT) at the Centre 

for Urban and Regional Studies, a multidisciplinary 
research institute which also provides postgraduate 
tuition and further education for planners. She has a 
background in social policy, human geography and
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 urban planning.  She is a long time editor of the Fin-
nish Journal of Urban Studies, the main scientific ur-
ban research journal in Finland.  She has been co-
ordinating the PhD program in Urban and Planning 
Studies, a joint program of HUT and Helsinki Univer-
sity.  She has researched and written in the field of ur-
ban policy, housing policy, social exclusion, differen-
tiation, urban culture and cultural planning. Lately she 
has been researching the new urban professionals and 
the impact of new technology in the differentiation 
between areas.  Other key research interests relate to 
urban theory. She is also interested in gender issues. 
 
Jan Erling Klausen 

 
Norwegian Institute for Urban and 
Regional Research, Norway 
(jan.e.klausen@nibro.no) 
 
Jan Erling Klausen is a senior re-

searcher at the Norwegian Institute for Urban and Re-
gional Research (NIBR) in Oslo. He received his Dr. 
rer. pol. in political science in 2004. Jan Erling's main 
research interests relate to the fields of local govern-
ment studies, regional development and climate 
change governance. In recent years he has increas-
ingly been involved in European comparative re-
search. He is Practice Editor for the journal "Urban 
Research and Practice". 
 
Professor Christian Lefevre 

 
LATTS-ENPC, 
France 
(lefevre@enpc.fr)  
 
Christian Lefèvre is Professor at the 
French Institute for Urban Affairs 
(IFU) of the University Paris-Est 

Marne La Vallée and Researcher at LATTS, a re-
search laboratory devoted to the study of the relation-
ships between territories, technics and societies. His 
main areas of interest are comparative studies on met-
ropolitan government and governance, on economic 
development, on urban strategies and on the interna-
tional relations of cities. He has directed several Eu-
ropean wide comparative research networks and writ-
ten several books and articles on these matters. He is 
an expert for the OECD on Urban Governance, for the 
United Nations Habitat, the Inter-American Bank for 
Development, for the European Commission and sev-
eral French national and local public and private bo-

dies and other local authorities associations in Italy, 
the Netherlands and Germany.  
 
Jacob Norvig Larsen 

 
Danish Building and Urban Re-
search, Denmark 
(jnl@sbi.dk)  
 
Jacob Norvig Larsen is a Senior Re-
searcher at Danish Building and Ur-

ban Research. He has a background in human geogra-
phy and business economics. He is specialised in the 
study of participation, organisational learning, innova-
tion and production of knowledge in commercial as 
well as public organisations and NGOs. Currently his 
main fields of research are urban industrial develop-
ment, urban planning, and integrated approaches to 
urban regeneration. 
 
Cristiana Rossignolo 

 
Politecnico e Universita di 
Torino, Italy 
(cristiana.rossignolo@polito.it) 
 
Cristiana Rossignolo is Senior 
Researcher in Urban and Regional 

Geography at the 2nd Faculty of Architecture at the 
Polytechnic of Turin, where she teaches 'Local devel-
opment' and 'Geography of the territorial develop-
ment'. She has a PhD in Spatial Planning and Real Es-
tate Market at the Polytechnic of Turin. She works at 
the research centre EU-POLIS sistemi urbani europei. 
Her main research interests are European urban poli-
cies, networks of cities, problems connected with ur-
ban and spatial development, integrated approach to 
urban regeneration. 
 
Paula Russell 

 
University College Dublin, Re-
public of Ireland 
(paula.russell@ucd.ie) 
 
Paula Russell is a College Lec-

turer in the Department of Regional and Urban Plan-
ning, University College Dublin with a background in 
planning practice, geography and sociology. Her 
teaching responsibilities are focused on the social 
context of planning and responsibility for the co-
ordination of a specialized study focusing on commu-
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nity planning. Her research interests lie in the area of 
urban regeneration including the community impacts 
of urban regeneration and the place of regeneration in 
the wider process of urban governance. Other key re-
search interests relate to planning and social exclu-
sion. Completed projects include: the Irish volume of 
the European Compendium of Spatial Planning Sys-
tems for the European Commission and an integrated 
study of Galway city as part of the European Founda-
tion for Living and Working Condition’s work on 
medium sized cities. Current research projects include 
a study of the provision of homeless services and their 
relationship with the Irish planning system and a 
study on residents’ associations, neighbourhood and 
community development. 
 
Inés Sànchez de Madariaga 

 
Universidad Politenica de Madrid, 
Spain 
(i.smadariaga@upm.es) 
(ismadariaga@telefonica.net)   
 
Inés Sànchez de Madariaga is the  
Director of the Women and Sci-
ence Unit, Cabinet of the Minis-

ter, Ministry of Science and Innovation. She is a Pro-
fessor of Urban Planning at the Madrid School of Ar-

chitecture as well as a former Fulbright grantee.  She 

has been a Visiting Scholar at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science, at Columbia Uni-
versity in NY, and Jean Monnet Visiting Professor at 
the Weimar-Bauhaus School of Architecture She has 
been Deputy General Director for Architecture and 
Executive Adviser to the Spanish Minister of Hous-
ing.  Founder and Director of the first Spanish Re-
search Group on Gender, Planning and Architecture, 
at the Madrid School of Architecture. 
 
Pawel Swianiewicz 

 
University of Warsaw,  
Poland 
(pswian@uw.edu.pl) 

 
Pawel Swianiewicz (PhD in 
economics, MA and PhD in 
economic geography) is current-
ly a professor at University of 

Warsaw (Poland), Chair of Department of Local De-
velopment and Policy, where he teaches courses on 
comparative local government politics, local govern-

ment finance and urban economics. He is also an ad-
visor of the Polish President, advising on local gov-
ernment issues. Between 2005-2010 he was the Presi-
dent of the European Urban Research Association 
(EURA). Since 2006 he has been a member of the 
Steering Committee of the Local Government and 
Public Service Initiative (LGI) programme of the 
Open Society Institute. His research focuses on decen-
tralization, local politics and policy-making in local 
governments, with a special focus on comparative 
analysis of Central and East European countries. He 
has been extensively involved as a consultant of Brit-
ish DFID, Council of Europe, UNDP and Open Socie-
ty Institute projects in several countries of Eastern Eu-
rope and Central Asia.  
 
Iván Tosics 

 
Metropolitan Research Institute,  
Hungary 
(tosics@mri.hu) 
 
Iván Tosics is one of the princip-
als of Metropolitan Research In-
stitute (MRI), Budapest. He is 

mathematician and sociologist (PhD) with long expe-
rience in urban sociology, strategic development, 
housing policy and EU regional policy. He has pub-
lished widely on these subjects and participated in a 
wide range of national and international research 
projects. He is vice chair of the European Network of 
Housing Research (ENHR) and member of the HS-
NET Advisory Board to UN-HABITAT. He is the Pol-
icy Editor of the journal ‘Urban Research and Prac-
tice’, member of the Editorial Advisory Board for the 
‘Journal of Housing and the Built Environment’ and 
for ‘Housing Studies’. He represents the Municipality 
of Budapest in EUROCITIES as chair of the Econom-
ic Development Forum in 2007 and 2008 and as 
member of the Executive Committee since 2009. He 
participated in the preparation of the Rehabilitation 
Strategy of Budapest, and he was the leader of a con-
sortium working on the medium and long term Urban 
Development Strategy of Budapest.  


