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July 2026 

 
PUBLISHING WITH URBAN RESEARCH & PRACTICE:  

AUTHOR GUIDELINES 

This document brings together all essential Guidelines for authors wishing to submit 
manuscripts to Urban Research & Practice.  

The following pages provide detailed instructions for different submission formats, including: 

1. Guidelines for Academic Research Papers 
2. Guidelines for Policy Papers 
3. Guidelines for Practice Papers 
4. Guidelines for Book Reviews 
5. Guidelines for Special Issues 

Authors are strongly encouraged to carefully consult the relevant Guidelines before 
submission in order to ensure full alignment with the journal’s editorial standards and 
expectations. 

At Urban Research & Practice, the acceptance of manuscripts is grounded in a commitment 
to originality, a distinctive writing style, coherent structure, strong argumentation, and the 
integrity of empirical data. Close adherence to the journal’s Guidelines is essential to 
facilitate the review process and strengthen the quality and impact of submissions. We would 
ask authors to pay attention to all author guidelines and particularly those guidelines relating 
to the Declaration of Generative AI use, see guidance below: 

Taylor and Francis AI Policy  

 
 

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/editorial-policies/using-ai-in-your-research-and-manuscript-preparations/?_gl=1*1mj9m9p*_gcl_au*MTIwMzU1ODY0Mi4xNzgyNzcxMDE5Li0uLS4xNzg0NTQxNTkzLjE4NTkwNzYwMC4xNzg0ODE0MTQ3LjE3ODQ4ODc5OTA.*_ga*MTI3NTc2MTc1NC4xNzY3MTMxMjY1*_ga_0HYE8YG0M6*czE3ODQ4ODc5OTAkbzc0JGcxJHQxNzg0ODg4MDA3JGo0MyRsMCRoMA..
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1. GUIDELINES FOR ACADEMIC RESEARCH PAPERS 
 
 
A research article should cover core topics of interest to the journal and be written in 
audience friendly language. 
 
Before submitting an article, we advise authors to carefully read the journal’s “Aims and 
Scope” and to look at recently published articles in the journal and the journal archive to 
ensure that their work fits the journal. As we are looking to publish work that is developing 
the field of urban research and practice, articles should build on and progress the current 
scholarship in your area. Check if there are related articles in Urban Research and Practice 
that provide a link to your work. 
 
All academic research articles submitted to this journal need the following elements: 
Introduction, literature review (including theoretical or conceptual framework), 
methodological approach, research outcomes, and conclusion. Authors may either use the 
headings given below and use substantive subheadings for each part of a section to guide a 
reader, or authors may utilise a substantive heading for each section. For example, you can 
use the headings above: introduction; Literature Review; Methodological Approach etc. or 
you can utilise substantive headings: Regenerating Small Towns an Introduction; Small Town 
Regeneration Exploring Diverse Experiences; Methods and Case Study Review; The Challenges 
and Opportunities of Small Town Regeneration; Learning from Small Town Regeneration in 
France; Conclusion. 
 
 
The required contents are described below: 
 
Title 

- The title of an article is important and should be carefully considered as it allows the 
reader to ascertain the subject of the article. 

- To guide the reader, include a keyword or phrase that is central to the paper and 
where possible mention case studies. 

 
Abstract 

- Briefly state the purpose of your research, key results and major conclusions in 100-
200 words; the abstract must be able to stand alone. 

- Avoid using references and abbreviations, unless they are defined within your abstract 
when they are first mentioned. 

 
Introduction 

- Provide a brief overview of the subject and its relevance to urban scholars and 
practitioners. 

- Present a roadmap for the paper, not just by stating the structure, but also describing 
briefly, for instance, the literature that is reviewed or the key methods that are used. 

 
 



3 
 

Literature review 
- Describe what is already known about the substantive issues and/or research 

questions by contextualising the topic using relevant literature, both key texts and 
recent work. 

- Identify conflicts or debates in the literature. 
- Discuss the methods and approaches used in existing literature to address the issues. 
- Identify the gaps and explain what contribution you expect to make. 

 
Methodological approach 

- Describe how you approached the research questions, the methods used, and the 
data collected and analysed. This could include a description of case studies and 
qualitative research methods. 

- Provide enough information to allow readers to judge the validity and reproducibility 
of your approach. 

- If you are using a case study approach, describe the case study/studies for 
international readers. 

- Recognise and identify problems and limitations of your approach, methods, or data. 
 
Research outcomes 

- This is the most important section of the paper; thus, it should be a substantial section 
and it should not be short. 

- Focus on the results, rather than the analysis which is only a means to an end. 
- Explain how the results relate to the paper’s objectives, gaps in the literature, and 

what additional research is needed. 
- Be clear what the results tell urban scholars and practitioners. 

 
Conclusion 

- Summarise briefly the research gaps, how you have addressed them, and the results. 
- Explain your contribution to urban scholarship and practice. 
- Describe recommendations that arise from your results. 

 
Note on Peer Review of Research ArJcles 
All Academic Research ar[cles are double blind peer reviewed by two independent, 
anonymous experts. 
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2. GUIDELINES FOR POLICY PAPERS 
 
 
Policy articles should cover core topics of interest to the journal and be written in an audience 
friendly language. Before submitting a policy article, we advise authors to carefully read the 
journal’s “Aims and Scope” and to look at recently published policy articles of the journal 
and the journal archive to ensure that their work fits the journal. 
 
Policy arJcles should address urban policies introduced at the internaJonal, European, 
naJonal, regional or local levels that are relevant to a broad audience. 
 
All policy articles submitted to this journal need the following elements: Introduction, main 
text, and conclusion. Please note that given the nature of this type of article we do not require 
a methodology section. However, if the article draws on a research project you may include 
a brief materials and methods section. 
 
Authors may either use the headings given below and use substantive subheadings within 
these for each part of a section (particularly in the main text section) to guide a reader, or 
authors may utilise a substantive heading for each section. The following are examples of the 
headings and substantive subheadings used by an author in a policy article: 1. Introduction; 
2. Materials and methods; 3. From a pioneering project to the Regional law; 4. Opportunities 
and limitations in the upscaling of a pioneering case; 5. Conclusions and outlook 
(Bricocoli et. al 2024) https://doi.org/10.1080/17535069.2024.2341376) 
 
 
The required contents are described below: 
 
Title 

- The title of an article is important and should be carefully considered, as it allows the 
reader to ascertain the subject of the article. 

- To guide the reader, include a keyword or phrase that is central to the paper and 
where possible mention case studies and/or the location in which the policy is devised 
and implemented. 

- Here is a good example: 
“Supporting open, shared and collaborative workspaces and hubs: recent 
transformations and policy implications” 
 

Abstract 
- Briefly state the purpose of your paper and major conclusions in 100-200 words; the 

abstract must be able to stand alone. 
- Avoid references and abbreviations, unless they are defined within your abstract 

when they are first mentioned. 
 

 
Introduction 

- Provide a brief overview of the subject and its relevance to urban scholars and 
practitioners. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17535069.2024.2341376
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- Clearly outline the purpose of your paper and issues it addresses without over-
elaborating on the theoretical background. 

- Limit the total number of references to fewer than 15, selecting only those essential 
to framing the subject. 

 
Main text 
Describe the policy, or outline the evolution of the policy, or document how the policy is being 
implemented, and any successes or challenges therein. This can be compared with and refer 
to wider literature on the policy or topic area, but it should not be overly academic. 
The text should aim to do at least some of the following: 

- Focus on policies for and by cities, gathering reflections on how urban actors respond 
to contemporary social, economic, environmental or political challenges and to the 
increasingly structural nature of ongoing crises. 

- Reflect on a specific policy initiative, policy framework, or the absence of policy in the 
given field and, where relevant, outline its origins and evolution and the broader 
policy context. 

- Analyse how the policy is being implemented in practice highlighting key 
developments, opportunities and challenges. 

- Discuss innovative responses or initiatives that have emerged in reaction to the policy 
context, and consider their potential to influence, modify or further develop existing 
policies. 

- Provide a clear and accessible analysis informed, where appropriate, by relevant 
literature and critical social scientific approaches offering a rigorous assessment of 
policy design, implementation and effectiveness rather than policy promotion. 

- Discuss the aspects which are most important when considering the transferability of 
the policy to other countries, regions or cities. 

 
Conclusion 
 

- Summarise major conclusions. 
- Explain your contribution to urban practice and scholarship. 
- Describe recommendations that arise from your conclusions. 

 
Example 
If you would like to read a good example of a policy article, please see the following:  
Mendelson-Shwartz, E., & Mualam, N. (2024). Compensation as a planning compass: decision 
making in light of future claims and lawsuits. Urban Research & Practice, 17(5), 758–776. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17535069.2024.2346735 
 
 
Note on Peer Review of Policy ArJcles 
Policy ar[cles are not subject to double blind anonymised peer review but are subject to 
rigorous review by our policy editor. 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17535069.2024.2346735
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3. GUIDELINES FOR PRACTICE PAPERS 
 
 
Prac[ce ar[cles should cover core topics of interest to the journal and be wrigen in an 
audience friendly language. Before submihng a prac[ce ar[cle, we advise authors to 
carefully read the journal’s “Aims and Scope” and to look at recently published pracJce 
arJcles of the journal and the journal archive to ensure that their work fits the journal. 
 
PracJce arJcles should focus on innovaJve projects, plans, programmes, and place-based 
iniJaJves carried out within ciJes to promote sustainable urban development. These 
contribu[ons aim to highlight new direcJons in urban pracJce and to disseminate 
knowledge emerging from concrete experiences. 
 
All prac[ce ar[cles submiged to this journal need the following elements: Introduc[on, main 
text, and conclusion. Please note that given the nature of this type of ar[cle we do not require 
a methodology sec[on, however if the ar[cle draws on a research project you may include an 
addi[onal brief methods sec[on. 
 
Authors may either use the headings given below and use substan[ve subheadings within 
these for each part of a sec[on (par[cularly in the main text sec[on) to guide a reader, or 
authors may u[lise a substan[ve heading for each sec[on. The following are examples of the 
headings and substan[ve subheadings used by an author in a prac[ce ar[cle: 1. Introduc[on, 
2. The New Civic Leadership, 3. The Bristol One City Approach (1) City Gatherings; (2) 
Innova<on zone in City Hall (3) Collabora<ve Projects (4) The Bristol One City Plan (5) The 
development of place based leadership (6) City Funds Board (7) The City Office itself, 4. 
Emerging Lessons for Prac[ce and Scholarship.  
(Hambleton, 2020) hgps://doi.org/10.1080/17535069.2020.1752055 
 
 
The required contents are described below: 
 
Title 

- Choose the [tle of your ar[cle carefully, as it allows the reader to ascertain the subject 
of the ar[cle. 

- Include a keyword or phrase that is central to the paper and, where possible, men[on 
case studies and/or the loca[on where the prac[ce takes place. 

- Here is a good example: 
“Transforming public housing in Australia: embracing sustainable refurbishment over 
demoli[on” 
 

Abstract 
- Briefly state the purpose of your paper and major conclusions in 100 words; the 

abstract must be able to stand alone. 
- Avoid references and abbrevia[ons, unless they are defined within your abstract when 

they are first men[oned. 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17535069.2020.1752055
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IntroducJon 
- Provide a brief overview of the subject and its relevance to urban scholars and 

prac[[oners. 
- Clearly outline the purpose of your paper and issues it addresses without over-

elabora[ng on the theore[cal background. 
- Limit the total number of references to fewer than 10, selec[ng only those essen[al 

to framing the subject. 
 

Main text 
The main text should focus on the substan[ve descrip[on of the prac[ce you are exploring. 
Where appropriate, compare your discussion of the prac[ce case with and refer to wider 
literature on the prac[ce or topic area, but avoid an overly academic tone. 
The text should aim to do at least some of the following: 

- Present and contextualise a specific project, programme, plan or ini[a[ve, outlining 
its objec[ves, actors and local context. 

- Describe how the ini[a[ve has been developed and implemented in prac[ce, 
highligh[ng innova[ve approaches, key achievements and challenges. 

- Cri[cally reflect on the experience and discuss the lessons it offers for urban 
development, urban governance and planning prac[ce in other contexts. 

- Contribute to a broader understanding of urban development, urban governance and 
planning prac[ces by examining cases of wider relevance and encouraging reflec[on 
and knowledge exchange between researchers and prac[[oners. 

- Provide primarily empirical and prac[ce-oriented contribu[ons. 
 
Conclusion 

- Summarise major points and outline your conclusions. 
- Explain your contribu[on to urban prac[ce and scholarship. 
- Describe recommenda[ons that arise from your conclusions. 

 
Example 
If you would like to read a good example of a pracJce arJcle, please see the following:  
Hu, W. (2025). Transforming public housing in Australia: embracing sustainable refurbishment 
over demoli[on. Urban Research & Prac<ce, 18(2), 328–338. 
hgps://doi.org/10.1080/17535069.2025.2450478 
 
Note on Peer Review of PracJce ArJcles 
Prac[ce ar[cles are not subject to double blind anonymised peer review but are subject to 
rigorous review by our prac[ce editor. 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/17535069.2025.2450478
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4. GUIDELINES FOR BOOK REVIEWS 
 
 
Reviews should engage with recent publica[ons relevant to urban studies and related fields, 
addressing both academic debates and urban prac[ce. 
 
Book reviews contextualise the book within its broader field of research and debate, providing 
a concise overview of the main arguments, themes, and contribu[ons based on a cri[cal 
assessment and the reviewer’s independent perspec[ve. Reviews should not present a 
chapter-by-chapter summary or be purely descrip[ve. 
 
Book reviews in Urban Research & Prac[ce are commissioned by the Book Reviews Editor. For 
this reason, unsolicited submissions are not encouraged. 
 
Reviews should be between 800 and 1000 words and must not exceed 1000 words. 
All submissions must be wrigen in clear, concise English, should be original and not submiged 
elsewhere 
 
Before wri[ng a review, authors are encouraged to consult examples of book reviews 
previously published in Urban Research & Prac[ce. 
 
Book reviews should follow these formahng conven[ons: 
 
Heading  
 
Title, by Author / edited by Editor(s), Place of publica[on, Publisher, Year, Pages (e.g., xv + 
340 pp), Price in €, £ or US $, (indicate binding either paperback or hardback), ISBN. 
 
Example: Book [tle, by Author, Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 2003, xv + 584 pp., 
US$28.95 (paperback), ISBN 0-95-445440-6 
 
Main text 
Introduce the book and provide a cri[cal and concise review of the book’s main themes, 
arguments and contribu[ons, while contextualising the contribu[on within the broader 
academic field. 
 
References 
References (if any) should be kept to a minimum and placed before the reviewer’s details. 
 
Reviewer details 
Reviewer’s Name 
Affilia[on 
Email 
(c) Year, Reviewer Name 
 
Note 
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All book reviews are reviewed by the book review editor and subject to a plagiarism check.  
The journal also verifies that submissions are not generated or substan[ally produced using 
AI tools. 
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5. GUIDELINES FOR SPECIAL ISSUES 
 
 
Guest Editors must submit their proposal using the Headings in the Special Issue Proposal 
Form below. A formal proposal for Special Issues can be submiged at any [me to the Editors-
in-Chief: Cris[ana Rossignolo (cris[ana.rossignolo@polito.it) and Paula Russell 
(paula.russell@ucd.ie). Once submiged, the Editorial Team will conduct an ini[al review to 
ensure the proposal meets the journal’s submission requirements and quality standards. 
Proposals that do not meet these criteria may be returned to the Guest Editors for revision or 
may be rejected. Informal pre-submission inquiries are welcome and should be emailed to the 
email addresses above. 
 
 
Special Issue Proposal Form 
 
1. Please provide a [tle for the Special Issue. 
 
2. Please provide full details of Guest Editor(s): 

- Name, Posi[on, Affilia[on, Email address, Google scholar 
- Name, Posi[on, Affilia[on, Email address, Google scholar 
- (Insert more if needed) 

 
3. Please provide a brief descrip[on of the topic of the Special Issue, highligh[ng the 

research gap it addresses and its original contribu[on to the field. 
 
4. Please suggest a few keywords that best represent the content and focus of the Special 

Issue. 
 
5. Please explain how the theme of the Special Issue aligns with the aims and scope of this 

journal. 
 
6. Please explain how the Special Issue Proposal is linked to prior publica[ons in this journal. 
 
7. Each Special Issue must have 6-8 academic research ar[cles (8000-10000 words) along 

with an editorial introduc[on (5000 words). The issue proposal must include a minimum 
of 6 confirmed contribu[ons. Please provide abstracts for all papers to be included in the 
Special Issue. 

 
8. Please provide full details of contribu[ng authors: 

- Ar[cle 1. Name of author(s), Affilia[on(s), Email address of corresponding author1 
- Ar[cle 2. Name of author(s), Affilia[on(s), Email address of corresponding author 
- Ar[cle 3. Name of author(s), Affilia[on(s), Email address of corresponding author 
- Ar[cle 4. Name of author(s), Affilia[on(s), Email address of corresponding author 

 
1 In order to ensure a variety of authorship within a Special Issue. we will review authorship to ensure that that 
there is a spread in authorship.  No author should appear as an author or co-author on more than 2 research 
papers included in a special issue 

mailto:cristiana.rossignolo@polito.it
mailto:paula.russell@ucd.ie
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- Ar[cle 5. Name of author(s), Affilia[on(s), Email address of corresponding author 
- Ar[cle 6. Name of author(s), Affilia[on(s), Email address of corresponding author 
- Ar[cle 7. Name of author(s), Affilia[on(s), Email address of corresponding author 
 

9. Please provide a short bio highligh[ng the Guest Editors’ exper[se relevant to the theme 
of the Special Issue. 
 

10. Please outline the Guest Editors‘ prior experience with the management of Special Issues 
or edited volumes. 
 

11. Please indicate if you wish the Editorial Office of the journal to publish a wider Call for 
Papers to agract addi[onal submissions to the issue? 
 

12. Please indicate the an[cipated submission date for the papers. 
 

13. Is there anything else that the Editors in Chief should know in order to assess this Special 
Issue Proposal? 
 

14. Please send the Special Issue Proposal Form by email to both the Editors-in-Chief: Cris[ana 
Rossignolo (cris[ana.rossignolo@polito.it) and Paula Russell (paula.russell@ucd.ie). 

mailto:cristiana.rossignolo@polito.it
mailto:paula.russell@ucd.ie

